
ANALYSER UN DOCUMENT ICONOGRAPHIQUE 
Document élève. Fiche à compléter si vous le désirez, puis à conserver précieusement pour la  réutiliser 
pour toute description d’image. Vocabulaire à connaître. 

Identifier le document: 

This  is a cartoon/ a drawing / a painting by... / an 
advertisement/ a photograph / a snapshot / a magazine 
cover / a graph /  a poster / a comic strip / a logo /  

It was drawn / published  / painted.... / in ...... by ..... 

This document deals with... / this document is 
about .... / the main topic is ... 

Donner un aperçu du document- se poser les  questions suivantes :  

Who?  (Identity; age; nationality; )                                                
How many ? ( number)  
What ? ( topic, situation, action)                           
Where ? ( place, setting, country)  
When? ( date, time) 

We can see..... / I can see.../  
It shows ...   It represents.... 
There is a man/ woman/ child/ character.... / 
There are two men/ women/ chidren/ characters.... 
The first one is... / the second one is.../  
There is a .... who.... 

Pour localiser:  

In the foreground / in the background /  in the middle 
distance ... 

In the upper-left-hand corner....../ In the upper-right-
hand corner... 

In the lower- left-hand corner..... / in the lower-right-
hand corner... 

At the top of the page/ photo....  
At the bottom of the page / picture ... 
In the middle of ... 
 
On the left .. / on the right... 

Pour rendre compte et interpréter : 

The character looks happy # unhappy// sad  # cheerful  
///  old # young ... 
His/ her clothes reveal that... 
The caption says: “....” and it means...  
The balloon says... The slogan says.... 
It suggests / underlines..  / puts..... into relief / 

The photograph’s / cartoonist’s / purpose is to...  
 
The artist / the painter / the advertiser...  
denounces .... / exposes... / analyses ../ criticizes .. / 
gives his opinion on .../ suggests that.../ 

  
It’s amusing / entertaining / pleasant / comical / funny/  
critical  / pessimistic  / bitter          /  dramatic / 
moving              /  humorous / ironical / 
 realistic / tragic / subtle  
 

It’s treated with humour. 

The impression created is melancholy / sadness/ joy... 

Pour réagir:  

In my opinion, ...  What is striking... / What strikes me most.../  
It gives me an impression of ..... 

What I find amusing .... strange ... shocking.... 
extraordianry .... impressive... interesting.... positive.... 
negative....  is..... 

I agree / disagree with.... ; I share this point of view/ I 
approve of .... / I disapprove of .. /  

I like / dislike... / I don’t appreciate / I don’t share this 
opinion/  

It makes me think of .. / It reminds me of ... /  

 


